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The first stones of nationalism were built on an invention. The one of

Prospero de BofarullProspero de Bofarull i Mascaró, from Barcelona and director of the

Archive of the Crown of Aragon, who decided, around 1847, to rewriterewrite

the Llibre del Repartiment del Regne de València of the Middle Ages

with the aim of magnifying and magnifying the role played by the

Catalans in the conquest of the kingdom of Valencia in 1238. Prospero

deleted in its facsimile edition of the historical volume Aragonese,

Navarrese and Castilian surnames to give more importance to the

Catalans.

The manipulation, work for more inri of the man in charge of

guaranteeing the integrity of the archive, was only the beginning of a

• Prospero de Bofarull i Mascaró, director of the Archive
of the Crown of Aragon, decided, around 1847, to rewrite
the Llibre del Repartiment del Regne de València of the
Middle Ages with the aim of magnifying and magnifying
the role of the Catalans in the conquest of Kingdom of
Valencia of 1238
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chain of falsifications that would soon feed the seed of nationalism

and build a distorted story of the History of Cataloniabuild a distorted story of the History of Catalonia , a fiction that

has reached our days. To the adulterations of Prospero de Bofarull

would be added the convenient disappearance of the testament of

Jaime I -gagajo 758, according to the old numbering- that established

the limits of the kingdoms of Aragon, Valencia and Mallorca and the

County of Barcelona. And what about the Llibre dels Feyts [Acts]

d'Armes de Catalunya , falsely considered a jewel of medieval Catalan

literature. Its author, Joan Gaspar Roig i Jalpí (1624-1691), executed anexecuted an

extraordinary deceptionextraordinary deceptionto ensure that the work, actually written by him

in the seventeenth century, was a copy of an incunabula of 1420

signed by Bernard Boadas. The apocryphal has been used as a source

to tell the history of the Catalan homeland for centuries, until in 1948

the medievalist and linguist Miquel Coll y Alentorn discovered the

thymus.

The manipulation of the independence
movement

These and other manipulations show how the Catalan independencethe Catalan independence

movement has twisted Historymovement has twisted History at will and that from Catalonia they

pass over the retouches that the admired archivist Próspero de Bofarull

- a huge portrait of him decorates the headquarters of the Archive of

the Crown of Aragon , in Barcelona- he made the Llibre del Repartiment

. It was the philologist and historian Antonio Ubieto who denounced in

the 80s that Prospero de Bofarull had modified the Llibre in which the

donations of houses or land made by Jaime I to those who

participated in the conquest of Valencia were registered, discarding

seats that referred to to Aragon, Navarre and Castilian repobladores.
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"After discovering the manipulation of
Bofarull, the historian Ubieto and his children

Prospero de Bofarull i Mascaró.
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The discovery, which has gone virtually unnoticed despite its

importance, Antonio Ubieto supposed the confrontation with fellow

Catalans and be subject to threatssubject to threats .

Not in vain came to demolish part of the Catalan myth and question

the work of who is remembered as the scholar who reorganized and

valued the archive after years of neglect. Prospero de Bofarull started a

family saga of renowned prestige in Catalonia. His son Manuel Bofarull

i de Sartorio (1816-1892), a notable historian, would inherit his position

as archivist between 1850 and 1892. Another illustrious Bofarull is his

nephew Antonio Bofarull i Broca (1821-1892), historian, poet,

playwright and author of Catalan-Aragonese Confederation (1872),

work that would also support the nationalist path by giving the County

of Barcelona the same status as the Kingdom of Aragon. So, to

documentary manipulationdocumentary manipulationof Prospero, José Luis Corral Lafuente,

professor and member of the Department of Medieval History of the

University of Zaragoza, added the "misrepresentation of concepts".

Because this qualifier of "confederation" that Antonio Bofarull launched

would soon lead to others of greater significance. Like the "Corona

Catalano-Aragonesa", term that was justified by the union, in 1150, of

the Count of Barcelona,   Ramón Berenguer IV, with Petronila, the heiress

of the King of Aragón Ramiro II the Monk.

It was a matrimonial and dynastic union, but never politicala matrimonial and dynastic union, but never political , as José

Luis Corral Lafuente, author of History told of Aragon (2010) , asserts :

"The County of Barcelona was a sovereign state in the 10th century,

with its own laws and uses, but never a kingdom. " Despite this, the

illusion of the Catalan kingdom is still valid on the website of the

Generalitat, which on the marriage of Berenguer IV and Petronila says:

"The union, applauded by the Aragonese nobles, allowed each of the

two kingdoms to preserve their political personality, its laws and

were threatened"
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customs ... ". From the archivist of the nineteenth century to the

nationalism of the XXI: the extension of a historical lie.

The records manipulated by Prospero de Bofarull (1777-1859) of the

Llibre del Repartiment, were not only intended to make up that the

Catalans were a minority in the conquest and repopulation of the

kingdom of Valencia after Aragonese and Navarre. They also sought to

cement the pre-eminence of the Catalan language over Valencian,

giving rise to the fact that it would have emerged as an influence of

Catalan, as the philologist Maria Teresa Puerto, a student of Ubieto and

author of the Historical Chronology of the Valencian Language,

explains to Crónica ( 2007).

Perpetuate a false story

* Prospero de Bofarull reproduced the documents -with omissions- in

his work Collection of Unpublished Documents of the Crown of Aragon

, better known as CODOIN, published between 1847 and 1856, a

manual that was used as a reference by many historians.

The importance of these manipulations of the nineteenth century must

be framed in the context of the moment. They arose in the heat of the

Renaixença, movement of the recovery of the Catalan language, of

which the Bofarull familythe Bofarull family , above all Antonio Bofarull i Broca, was the

undisputed protagonist. The Renaxentistas, seeking a greatness and a

national identity, promoted legends and myths of the Middle Agespromoted legends and myths of the Middle Ages as

"Another myth is that of the Senyera, in fact it
was the medieval emblem of the house of the
Crown of Aragon"
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the germ of Catalanism. An exercise in "presentist history", as

cataloged by José Luis Corral Lafuente, consisting of projecting the

wishes of the present into the past. Among the pieces of yesteryear

that were recovered is the aforementioned Llibre dels Feyts d'armes de

Catalunya, a work that tells the history of Catalonia from the most

primitive times until the reign of Alfonso V the Magnanimous (1396-

1458) and that had been dated in 1420. This was believed until in 1949

the medievalist Miquel Coll i Alentorn and Martí de Riquer revealed in

the Linguistic Examination of the Llibre dels Feyts d'armes de

Catalunya that the real author was Joan Gaspar Roig i Jalpí (1624-

1691) and that it was written in the 17th century. The forger had tried

to emulate the language of the fifteenth century but had not achieved it

at all.

The testament disappeared

It is a real shame that the disappearance of the first testament ofdisappearance of the first testament of

Jaime IJaime I , of 1241. Its importance resides in that it was the only one -

there were three more in 1243, 1248 and 1262- in which the limits of

each kingdom resulting from the conquests were established. of the

Aragonese king: the kingdoms of Aragon, Valencia and Mallorca and

the county of Barcelona. There is evidence of part of its content

because the historian Jerónimo Zurita cites its content in Annals of the

Crown of Aragon(1562 -1580). It is not clear when he was able to get

lost, or to withdraw, but he did not have any intention on the part of

Jaime I to grant Catalonia any consideration other than feudal county.

After the last testament (1262), the county of Barcelona continued

united to the kingdom of Aragon in the figure of Pedro II, son of Jaime

I, and king of Aragon and count of Barcelona.

Parallel to the manipulations , other national myths were built, other national myths were built , such as

that of Senyera itself, now the flag of the autonomous community of

Catalonia. The cuatribarrada, typical of the kingdom of Aragon, in the
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days of Jaime I was not even a flag, because this is a modern concept,

but the medieval emblem of the house of the Crown of Aragon, granted

by the Pope to his vassals: four golden bars on red background.

The origin of its connection with the County of Catalonia was

attributed to the legend of Wifredo ellegend of Wifredo el velloso (840-897), founder of the

Condal House of Barcelona. This Catalan knight would have been

wounded after helping a Franco emperor in battle. Then the emperor

dipped his hands in the blood of Wifred and traced the four stripes on

his golden shield. The Catalan medievalist Martí de Riquer refuted the

legend by attributing it to the "mania of seeking mystical origins in

heraldry" and, in particular, to a 1555 chronicle by the Valencian Pere

Antón Beuter, who in turn would have been inspired by another story of

Castilian Hernán Mexia.

More relevant is the site of Barcelona in 1714site of Barcelona in 1714 by the troops of Felipe V

during the War of Succession (1701-1715). The historian Ricardo

García Cárcel questions that the Catalan people will rise up in arms

against the Castilians. He defines it as a struggle between the

supporters of Bourbon Philip V and those of Archduke Charles of the

Austria.

Rafael CasanovaRafael Casanova (1660-1743), a jurist who stood as heroic defender

during that site, was also exalted in the nineteenth century Renaixença,

when in 1863 a street was dedicated to him and then a statue in

Barcelona,   in 1888, during the Universal exposition. Casanova, who

appears as a central figure in the painting of Antoni Estruch i Bros,

"The 'Renaixentistas' of the XIXth century
looking for a national greatness and identity
pushed legends and myths of the Middle
Ages"
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September 11, hoisted not the flag but the flag of Santa Eulalia that

identifies the city of Barcelona,   defended the cause of Archduke

Charles, and survived the battle to continue practicing as a man of

laws until his death, in 1743.

For historians like José Luis Corral Lafuente, the cascade of

manipulations have only served to diminish the credibility of the richdiminish the credibility of the rich

legacy of a countylegacy of a county that was sovereign and influential without the need

for these falsifications and legends more in line with the desire for

independence of the Catalanist sector.

* Published in El Mundo Chronicle 8/9/2013

* Correction: A paragraph has been modified to clarify the meaning of

the alterations of Prospero de Bofarull, which occurred when

transcribing the historical document in the edition of the Codoin, a

reproduction of the original in which the mentioned surnames were

omitted.

Registration of donations of the king

The "Llibre del Repartiment del Regne de València", currently

preserved in the Archive of the Crown of Aragon, in

Barcelona,   and which the archivist Próspero de Bofarull

falsified in the 19th century, was the record in which the

scribes of Jaime I wrote down the donations of houses or

lands that the king made to the Aragonese, Catalans,

Navarrese, English, Italian and French Hungarians who

participated with him in the conquest of Valencia in 1238.

The goods distributed had been previously expropriated

from the Muslims, who in their Most fled to the south. At
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that time, it is estimated that some 200,000 people lived in

the Kingdom of Valencia, while the repobladores have been

encrypted by specialists in a few thousand. The number of

inhabitants of the kingdom, after this Aragonese and

Catalan immigration, it would have increased that way by

5%. In the "Llibre del Repartiment" you can read the

affiliation of the receiver of the house or land and the goods

assigned to it. Given the predominance of Castilian and

Navarrese surnames, in 1847 Próspero de Bofarull crossed

out the historical volume some seats and replaced them

with Catalan names.

And Columbus was born in Catalonia

The absurdity starts not only from the times of the archivist

Mascaró, back in 1847. Today, 166 years after that, another

Catalan, Jordi Bilbeny, philologist and researcher, takes over

and lends himself to rewriting History. The author of "The dit

d'en Colom: Catalonia, the Empire and the first American

colonization, 1492-1520 [Columbus's finger: Catalonia, the

Empire and the first American colonization]", his last book,

argues that the discoverer was born in Catalonia and started

from the port of Pals, Gerona, in search of new worlds. His is

also the theory that Santa Teresa was abbess of the

monastery of Pedralbes and that Cervantes wrote "El

Quijote" in Catalan. Where is the text? Nobody knows.

Bilbeny, who calls himself a historian,
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