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Three centuries of abuse of the Catalan bourgeoisie
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"Catalan privilege" explains how regionalism that became nationalism and now separatism was structured by the will of
economic power
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In Spanish Nationalism and Catalanism (2017), a revealing historical
contribution in these years of stomachable nationalist hegemony,
Joan-Lluís Marfany dismantles the myth of the Renaixença
(Renaissance) , kilometer zero of Catalanism, when in 1833
Aribau publishes his Ode to the homeland . The poem was published in
El Vapor , a daily in Spanish that defends protectionism for Catalan
industry, always identified as "national industry" (Spanish, of course).
In his research of almost a thousand pages, the historian affirms that
the Catalans invented Spanish nationalismand they fought the
Napoleonic invader with cheers to Don Pelayo and to the Cid; that
Spanish was the language of social advancement ... Such "incorrect"
statements found little echo in the media subsidized by the

Catalan Finance Minister Laureano Figuerola (first from left) created the peseta
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Generalitat. Beyond Marfany's "political incorrectness", the silence
was due to the inability of historians of the Nationalist Regime to deny
his documented conclusions.

Moral

Under the lyrical cloak of the Floral Games and the nostalgia for a
"romantic" past, the regionalism that turned into nationalism and now
into separatism was structured by the will to economic power. This is
how Jesús Laínz also sees it in El privilegio catalan , a
compendium of three hundred years of business by the
bourgeoisie ; since the Nueva Planta Decree praised by Lázaro Dou
and Antonio Capmany, illustrious Catalans from the Cadiz Cortes
forgotten by the official secessionist history. Starting with the
demonized Felipe V, the one who, in the words of Vicens Vives,
dismantled "a stagnant regime of privileges and privileges",
Catalonia became a "factory of Spain" ; yes, with a generous
tariff protection legislated from Madrid.

Every time that free trade appeared in the Diario de Sesiones , the
Catalan victimization put the stability of the current Spanish
government to the test. Laínz marks this "chronicle of the tariff" with
quotes as illustrative as Stendhal's . In 1839, the author of La cartuja
de Parma was a tourist in Barcelona and took notes. The Catalans who
admire the Social Contract and preach "the benefit of all", those who
proclaim themselves true republicans, "want fair laws, with the
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exception of the customs law, which should be done as they
please ...The Spaniard from Granada, Malaga or La Coruña must not
buy English cotton fabrics, which are excellent and cost one franc a
yard, and use Catalan fabrics, which are much lower and cost three
francs a yard. ' A similar opinion was held by another accursed
Catalan, Laureano Figuerola , the finance minister who invented
the "peseta" -de peça in Catalan-.

Colonial Cuba

The "counter-chronicle" of Catalan prodigies takes place in colonial
Cuba: many well-known bourgeois surnames opposed to abolishing
slavery. In the disaster of 98 Laínz places the genesis of
secessionism : "Overnight, for many Catalans, Cuba had gone from
being the hated separatist province that traitor to Spain to being the
envied model of autonomy and even secession ..." . Cubanofilia with
the «estelada» flag designed by Vicenç Albert Ballester in 1918.

The powerful reasons of the bourgeoisie will condition 20th century
Spanish politics: the coup by Primo de Rivera in 1923 with the support
of the Lliga to end anarchism; the enthusiastic manifesto in support of
Franco's uprising with the cream of Catalanism denies the reading of
the civil war as a war against Catalonia. Key politicians of the Franco
regime in all its stages: Aunós, Carceller, Gual Villalbí, López Rodó,
Samaranch ... To conclude, Laínz goes back a century to remember the
famous phrase of Francesc Pujols: the Catalans, because they are,
will be able to go around the world with all expenses paid.
The separatist Catalonia has interpreted the boutade to the letter.

The Catalan privilege. Jesus Laínz. Encuentro, 2017. 147
pages. 16 euros.
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