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The lack of neutrality of TV3 arrives in Europe

SPAIN

The European Committee of Petitions studies a report that shows "repeated infractions and irregularities of the public
media of Catalonia"

Daniel Third 

BARCELONA - Updated: 05/03/2018 16: 17h

The Committee on Petitions of the
European Parliament already has on
the table a «sample of the repeated
infractions and irregularities that the
public media in Catalonia, dependent
on the CCMA, invariably commit,
lacking the deontological norms
of the journalistic profession , to
the Book of Style of the CCMA and to
a whole set of norms that try to
safeguard the informative neutrality, impartiality and objectivity ».

The lawyer Girona and exdiputado of the PP in Catalonia Sergio
Santamaría has sent to the European Parliament a detailed report - to
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Criticism of TV3, "a danger" that
seeks "the coup d'état"

TV3 children's news program
talks about «political prisoners»

The PP is committed to the
control of programming if there
is an electoral appointment
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which ABC has had access- in which these "repeated infractions"
that are issued, in his opinion, in the media are specified public of the
Generalitat, TV3 and Catalunya Ràdio, mainly, television and radio
that are part of the Catalan Audiovisual Media Coporation (CCMA).

The report claims that the European authorities "take the measures
they deem appropriate to prevent the media that depend on the CCMA
continue to be used by the Government of Catalonia as a
partisan instrument at their service and at the service of the
independence of Catalonia (...) and guarantee that these media offer
impartial, truthful and honest information, giving voice to all the
sensibilities »that coexist in Catalonia.

In short, Santamaría has asked the European Parliament to act so
that TV3 and Catalunya Ràdio are "depoliticized" . The request
was submitted on April 1 and from the 13th the Petitions Committee is
studying its admission to proceedings, which would entail, among
other measures, exposing the facts in the European Parliament itself
and requesting information from the affected party .

Ristra "irregularities"

What "infractions" does the petitioner refer to? None is new but all are
serious, from their point of view, and that as they have been happening
have been a public criticism by civil entities (such as Catalan Civil
Society , for example), associative professionals ( the workers of
TV3 , the Syndicate of Journalists of Catalonia or the Group of
Journalists Pi i Margall ) or of political parties (like the PP and Cs
, mainly, but also the PSC ).

Among the examples that Santamaría describes in his complaint are
the appointment of Vicent Sanchis as director of TV3, the burning of a
copy of the Constitution in the morning news program of the regional
public television "Els Matins", the insults that the presenter of «The
Foraster» launched against «the Spaniards», the possible
manipulation of the information in the children's program «Info-K»,
the «unbalanced» gatherings of the TV3 programs, the one
sanctioned (by the Central Electoral Board) by Mònica Terribas at the
helm of the Catalunya Ràdio morning program, he praised that the
exterminator Carles Sastre received the evening talk show on the
continuous information channel 3/24, the use of a T-shirt by the
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presenter of the "FAQS" program in favor of Carles Puigdemont or,
among other examples, the disproportionate difference, in the opinion
of Santamaría, in the follow-up of the activities of the ANC and
Òmnium Cultural in relation to Societat Catalan Civil

A television mastodon

The CCMA (which includes TV3 and Catalunya Ràdio, mainly) has a
budget of 307 million euros for 2017 - provisionally adjusted for
2018 - of which more than 230 million euros are public money from
the coffers of the Generalitat, and has a workforce of about 2,000
workers. In addition, the CCMA participates in a 30% in the Agència
Catalana de Notícies (ACN), a kind of public Efe agency and whose
service is encompassed in the vision of «country structure» that have
been implemented by the different autonomous governments.

Although audiences are far from more than 20% of the share for TV3,
which was obtained until 2003, in the last nine months the regional
television has recovered some of the lost ground and April has closed it
with a 15.1% share of the screen , 5.5 points more than in April 2017
and three tenths more than in March 2018.

In the PP they accuse the independentist parties of having turned TV3
into an exclusive television for the defenders of the nationalist
imaginary. Hence the importance of his intervention on the basis of
Article 155 of the Constitution and that, although the Government of
Spain proposed in its offer to the PSOE, they rejected it to reach an
agreement in the Senate with the popular and Cs.
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