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party
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T he postwar period. Repression, jail, exiles, graves, �ring squads, rationing, belts, yokes and arrows,
gas, sting, chilblains ... Yes, there was all that, as there had also been before. But along with all of
the above, joy, hope, forgiveness, generosity, relief, charity. And parties, many parties.

The Catalans celebrate the liberation of Barcelona in 1939 | Archive

At the time of the winners' harshest revenge, according to progressive academics, Madrid had to put the Catalans to work.
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In Barcelona the parrandas reached such a level in the spring and summer of 1939, the moment of the
winners' hardest revenge, according to the account of progressive academics, that Madrid had to intervene to
put the Catalans to work.

Madrid ends with the party

On July 26, La Vanguardia Española , 'newspaper at the service of Generalissimo Franco', as he called
himself the day after the liberation of Barcelona,   published a small lea�et on page 3, within the Life of
Barcelona section.

The headline of the release was the following:
"Banquets, tributes and parties are prohibited." Next,
the text, priceless:

The civil governor of the province makes the
following note public. «The Excm. Mr. Minister of
the Interior, Mr. Ramón Serrano Súñer, considering
that "it is time to work and devote all energy to
meeting the needs of the people", has ordered this
Civil Government the absolute prohibition of
tributes, banquets and parties, whoever proposes
them. When for reasons of national policy it is
necessary to carry out some of the indicated acts,
the Minister of the Interior himself, without the
need for a request or requirement, grant the
precise authorization. " The civil governor is
pleased to make public such a timely, reasonable
and justi�ed provision, which comes to satisfy
desires of austerity and work in every way.

As a justi�cation for the decision of the Minister of the Interior, another subsection called "Sociable Life" is
published in the right column, in which readers were told that "after the festivals of San Juan and San Pedro,
in June, and that of Carmen, in July, that of the night before last, that is, that of Santiago, closes the festival
cycle "and also that the Real Tenis Club del Turó," according to the wishes of the many members who

Thank you for watching
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currently meet every afternoon at the Club ", had organized two afternoon dances for Sundays, July 30 and
August 6.

The following day, La Vanguardia , a very Spanish and very Francoist, published an explanatory note from the
civil governor. The prohibition of "parties, tributes and banquets" did not affect religious processions or
popular regional festivals, sports or family gatherings.

The prohibition speci�cally deals with political parties, such as "aplecs", rallies, parades, rallies, etc., etc.,
whose organization does not come directly from the Ministry of the Interior. In the same way, any motion
or organization of tributes, banquets or parties in honor of any person or speci�c Entity is absolutely
prohibited.

In short, fewer banquets (in a country with rationing! ) And more cuts.

So in 1939 we had an early version of the famous " Less samba and more traballar ".

A 'spring tea' and many dances

The reading of the newspaper library of La Vanguardia (which should be done to see the lurch that the Godó
family newspaper and Catalan high society have given) after the end of the war and the entry of Franco's
troops into Madrid, shows a Catalonia in which peace was celebrated with endless parties. People wanted to
forget about the fear and terror of the two and a half years of the war. Some 8,500 people , most of them
Catalans, were assassinated under the government of Lluís Companys , more than double the number of
deaths that the repression would cause in the following ten years.

On May 3, La Vanguardia announced "the �rst manifestation of the life of society in Barcelona,   after its
liberation": a Spring Tea for the bene�t of the Generalissimo Franco Hospital.

The apotheosis was reached the following month, with the celebration on June 25 at the Montjuich stadium
of the �rst �nal of the Generalissimo Cup, between Sevilla FC and Racing Ferrol. As the Godó newspaper
wrote: "With the victory and peace of Franco's arms, the time has come for them to relive the triumphal
afternoons of Barcelona sport". The star of the party was General José Moscardó , the hero of the Alcázar of
Toledo, to whom a series of tributes was dedicated in Catalonia. The same edition of the newspaper
dedicated two columns to the wedding of Miss África Álvarez-Arenas Pacheco with José M. Ventura Hita.

At the end of the month, a squadron of the Royal Italian Navy docked in the port of Barcelona. La Vanguardia
on the 29th gave an account to its readers of the program of events. On Saturday July 1, after visiting the
chekas "created by the Red Government" , a banquet in Miramar, offered by the mayor of the city and at �ve
o'clock, dancing tea, on board. On Sunday 2, bull�ght, with the presence of the crews and at ten o'clock at
night, a festival in the Polo gardens. On Monday 3, excursion to Tarragona, organized by the authorities of that
town.

In the same issue, there was a chronicle about the visit of the Italian General Sandro Piazzoni , who, in the
company of General Francisco García Escámez and the entourage, "drove to Sitges, which they visited, having
lunch later at the Pool restaurant, which he was very animated. "
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La Vanguardia of July 15 gave an account of the preparations for the Carmen Festival in Gerona and the
Mariner Festival in Tarragona. Near the latter city, and the bodies of three unidenti�ed men they were found,
"vilely assassinated in August 1936" .

On July 18, the newspaper published chronicles about the celebration of the Labor Exaltation Party, which
took place on Sunday the 16th. The employees of La Canadiense had celebrated it on Monday, so the
electricity company closed all its facilities.

In addition, the Mayor of Barcelona, Miguel Mateu y Pla , sent "an expressive telegram of congratulations on
behalf of the city and the Municipal Corporation, to Her Excellency Mrs. Carmen Polo de Franco, on the
occasion of the celebration of her patronymic celebration."

Yes, Franco's Barcelona was a party. And then some Catalans say of the Sevillians, that they link Holy Week,
the April Fair, Corpus, the summer holidays, and they don't hit until September!

We need your collaboration to continue informing

If you are a follower of Libertad Digital or esRadio, today you can be more useful than ever. The emergency
of the coronavirus has caused a logical unprecedented collapse of advertising, our only economic
sustenance to be able to inform.

We need each and every one of our workers and collaborators who, every day, are proving their worth in a
work environment complicated by the restrictions imposed by the virus. Endless working hours and
unusual technological means make our work even more dif�cult and expensive. With advertising in crisis,
the reader of Libertad Digital and the listener of esRadio can be an enormously important handhold. There
is no time to lose.

Become a member of the Club and enjoy the associated bene�ts * or manage your support by contributing
whatever you want and when you want as a donor . You can stop doing it when you consider it, with a
simple prior notice, without further explanation.

Today more than ever, with your support there is more Freedom.

I WANT TO COLLABORATE

* Due to the coronavirus emergency, all events such as round tables, debates or live programs are canceled until further notice.
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