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Pedro Fernandez Barbadillo

Franco's Barcelona was a
arty

2018-09-11

he postwar period. Repression, jail, exiles, graves, firing squads, rationing, belts, yokes and arrows,

gas, sting, chilblains ... Yes, there was all that, as there had also been before. But along with all of
the above, joy, hope, forgiveness, generosity, relief, charity. And parties, many parties.
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Madrid ends with the party
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On July 26, La Vanguardia Espafola , 'newspaper at the service of Generalissimo Franco', as he called

himself the day after the liberation of Barcelona, published a small leaflet on page 3, within the Life of

Barcelona section.

Thank you for watching

The headline of the release was the following:
"Banquets, tributes and parties are prohibited." Next,
the text, priceless:

The civil governor of the province makes the
following note public. «The Excm. Mr. Minister of
the Interior, Mr. Ramon Serrano Sunfer, considering
that "it is time to work and devote all energy to
meeting the needs of the people", has ordered this
Civil Government the absolute prohibition of
tributes, banquets and parties, whoever proposes
them. When for reasons of national policy it is
necessary to carry out some of the indicated acts,
the Minister of the Interior himself, without the
need for a request or requirement, grant the
precise authorization. " The civil governor is
pleased to make public such a timely, reasonable
and justified provision, which comes to satisfy
desires of austerity and work in every way.

= mame e ey

TN LPUGM S LML L R, L

onasietsd o Inorolpzaedda de mna crun mesumenial #m 6 logsr e ool
nard ke wagrsds lmages ges is furls merilss prefend y destruys. La
snerma sshedueibvs qua aslstid al acly purs de rebleve o hoeds fer
wer dd (e reparicide ¥ lo profends ds s herida que &l mpdo agravie

babia coumda go 8l corards eravitds &o ln ¢hedad —TAN

ehiben los
uates, ho-

K gebwrupdor cive) ds s provin:
cla huce pibiica 1o sigoienis noias

WEl Euxpsse. Er. Mintstrs &5 I8
Qobarmanis, SR Mamad Serrind
Rufier, stealdirands gup mes Bers
do 1rabalaF ¥ &b pondsgrar sl
|as smargisd & An aatfisdmedldn o s
Astesidadss Jaf pushlea, ha erden
g2 & eabe Eeslerms clvil ia prohis-
chidn ahesluta de  Beasena)e, ban-
gonten v Noslas, sualyuiers gue sea
guisn lse propenga. Cuando por &
zenis dé politice naclonay Mes pre
cbpn in realdrpestn de alguncs de o
@eloy Indicsdes, gl prople minidre
de iy Qabernacstdd, ain necoiddad de
palleisn @ rogeiddmidnibs, goncedirk
la muteriaasion predia.

Z} rebharmadsr civil 8 compines
o harer pidddlen B Spaeluss, Fde
mamable § |estificads  digposlckdn,
gue viene § emClefmeer dokbed  da
ausleridod y rabkls goF 1080 SEe
Lighoa.s

LA AUDIENCIA

DA SOCIABLE

Ultimas [Seatas de verbems

puds & lea verbenad da San Jgan
¥ Ssn Fedro, o0 [omio, ¥ In 06 Cas.
Sifi, &0 jalip. da de anbmasochs. & dda
B de Semliegy, clerra @l elo werkee
=1

Ademis de s femas de anteanoshe,
de i ccaled dimos ooy &0 Ba Bec
eidn slllima Baswe S8 nuesirg BNl
Flar sdieife deldssa manclonar siras
fow ek, poF L8 EaFiasT musdins o
dp vide de PeaEln, ENCEjAE  MEME
aqad o on ooire eecefdn ded periddl.
&, ¥ aon la selebrady fs Bllramary
B Al slondes (b,

Bl mecingy de 1o primers, adarneds
artigicaments oo farolillos o aplobos
chindkosas, da hellata ya =ary ozt
mads 88 lss priméras hora 4 [a 65
ehe La somrarrencla fud nomsnss &6
1ArnD 8 Las meas ¥ ke ballh ensd edns
laniemérste havls ban amanzeds  Ia
midfigada, lesiads uoh Hotasle ob
qusiilng,

L& noché. frescs por la baie, se prod
imba & Bdille al Balky fob s oSty pro-
daminanily o fd (et dp SERAMEE
Valsol, tsgol, passdobiss, 8 ko
hilsdy § = POF BIPUALS = # o000
irois d moda, &8 dodoss Tukio o o,
perg §58 hace lad Spflclad da la geats
copsdd ¢ bailp wi dp aranaeda; B3
ref@rimne al Wallis,

Bl olomfon Clsbe reunid & sa ssd-
clmdos y amisfades ea o Bpcal seddal,
celedringods wo balla, améaieads por

__1.-I. degaracidn de Fl.l:iml.rin

i eRbGEida onrposling de «faEm

s o Interemadio do lu iesia e sir-

As a justification for the decision of the Minister of the Interior, another subsection called "Sociable Life" is

published in the right column, in which readers were told that "after the festivals of San Juan and San Pedro,

in June, and that of Carmen, in July, that of the night before last, that is, that of Santiago, closes the festival

cycle "and also that the Real Tenis Club del Turd," according to the wishes of the many members who
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The following day, La Vanguardia , a very Spanish and very Francoist, published an explanatory note from the
civil governor. The prohibition of "parties, tributes and banquets” did not affect religious processions or
popular regional festivals, sports or family gatherings.

The prohibition specifically deals with political parties, such as "aplecs’, rallies, parades, rallies, etc., etc.,
whose organization does not come directly from the Ministry of the Interior. In the same way, any motion
or organization of tributes, banquets or parties in honor of any person or specific Entity is absolutely
prohibited.

In short, fewer banquets (in a country with rationing! ) And more cuts.
Soin 1939 we had an early version of the famous " Less samba and more traballar ".

A 'spring tea' and many dances

The reading of the newspaper library of La Vanguardia (which should be done to see the lurch that the Godd
family newspaper and Catalan high society have given) after the end of the war and the entry of Franco's
troops into Madrid, shows a Catalonia in which peace was celebrated with endless parties. People wanted to
forget about the fear and terror of the two and a half years of the war. Some 8,500 people , most of them
Catalans, were assassinated under the government of Lluis Companys , more than double the number of
deaths that the repression would cause in the following ten years.

On May 3, La Vanguardia announced "the first manifestation of the life of society in Barcelona, after its
liberation": a Spring Tea for the benefit of the Generalissimo Franco Hospital.

The apotheosis was reached the following month, with the celebration on June 25 at the Montjuich stadium
of the first final of the Generalissimo Cup, between Sevilla FC and Racing Ferrol. As the Godd newspaper
wrote: "With the victory and peace of Franco's arms, the time has come for them to relive the triumphal
afternoons of Barcelona sport". The star of the party was General José Moscardo , the hero of the Alcazar of
Toledo, to whom a series of tributes was dedicated in Catalonia. The same edition of the newspaper
dedicated two columns to the wedding of Miss Africa Alvarez-Arenas Pacheco with José M. Ventura Hita.

At the end of the month, a squadron of the Royal Italian Navy docked in the port of Barcelona. La Vanguardia
on the 29th gave an account to its readers of the program of events. On Saturday July 1, after visiting the
chekas "created by the Red Government" , a banquet in Miramar, offered by the mayor of the city and at five
o'clock, dancing tea, on board. On Sunday 2, bullfight, with the presence of the crews and at ten o'clock at
night, a festival in the Polo gardens. On Monday 3, excursion to Tarragona, organized by the authorities of that
town.

In the same issue, there was a chronicle about the visit of the Italian General Sandro Piazzoni, who, in the
company of General Francisco Garcia Escamez and the entourage, "drove to Sitges, which they visited, having
lunch later at the Pool restaurant, which he was very animated. "
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On July 18, the newspaper published chronicles about the celebration of the Labor Exaltation Party, which
took place on Sunday the 16th. The employees of La Canadiense had celebrated it on Monday, so the
electricity company closed all its facilities.

In addition, the Mayor of Barcelona, Miguel Mateu y Pla, sent "an expressive telegram of congratulations on
behalf of the city and the Municipal Corporation, to Her Excellency Mrs. Carmen Polo de Franco, on the
occasion of the celebration of her patronymic celebration.

Yes, Franco's Barcelona was a party. And then some Catalans say of the Sevillians, that they link Holy Week,
the April Fair, Corpus, the summer holidays, and they don't hit until September!

We need your collaboration to continue informing

If you are a follower of Libertad Digital or esRadio, today you can be more useful than ever. The emergency
of the coronavirus has caused a logical unprecedented collapse of advertising, our only economic
sustenance to be able to inform.

We need each and every one of our workers and collaborators who, every day, are proving their worth in a
work environment complicated by the restrictions imposed by the virus. Endless working hours and
unusual technological means make our work even more difficult and expensive. With advertising in crisis,
the reader of Libertad Digital and the listener of esRadio can be an enormously important handhold. There
is no time to lose.

Become a member of the Club and enjoy the associated benefits * or manage your support by contributing
whatever you want and when you want as a donor . You can stop doing it when you consider it, with a

simple prior notice, without further explanation.

Today more than ever, with your support there is more Freedom.

* Due to the coronavirus emergency, all events such as round tables, debates or live programs are canceled until further notice.
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