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The Generalitat
figures at 844 those

How many were actually injured on 1-O?
The ANC leader assures that such a figure "has not existed in Europe since World War II"

3 OCT 2017 - 17:36 CEST

The Generalitat maintains that 893 people were injured last Sunday as a result of the

charges made to try to paralyze the referendum in Catalonia. The Catalan Department of

Health, which manages health care in the autonomous community, reports that there are

four people admitted, two mild in the Sant Pau and Vall d'Hebron hospitals and the other

two in "serious condition" in Calella and Manresa. That figure was repeated on Monday by

a good part of the international media. 

This large figure has allowed the president of the Catalan National Assembly, Jordi

Sánchez, to say in an interview on La Sexta that "the balance of wounded has not existed

in Europe since World War II."

It is not necessary to delve too deeply to show that Sánchez's claim is exaggerated. There

have been, for example, more serious injuries in public order disturbances and protests
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against the G20 in Hamburg in May . Not to mention  the wars in the former Yugoslavia or

the uprisings in Ukraine in 2014 and 2015.

How many injured were there really in Catalonia on October 1? Are the

injured the same as people who have been treated by the health

service? 

There is no doubt that there were injuries in the charges of the

National Police and the Civil Guard in Catalonia on October 1. The

images attest to this. But according to Doctors Without Borders,

which cites international humanitarian law, the injured are "uniformed

or civilians who need medical attention because they suffer trauma,

illness or other disorder or physical or mental disability." It is

important to resort to international organizations and legal frameworks since it is to them that the

independentistas now appeal to require mediation that will lead them to break definitively with the rest of the

country.

Is it possible that these 893 people suffered from trauma or illness?

On various occasions throughout Sunday, the official Twitter account

of the Catalan Health Department reported numbers of injuries in

schools and admitted that "bruises, dizziness and anxiety attacks

have mostly been treated." 

In fact, on Monday the Health service itself was more precise than the

pro-independence leaders. In several documents in Catalan, French

and English, he admitted that the more than 800 are actually people

"who have been treated by doctors." It is clear: that someone goes to

a doctor does not mean that they are injured or sick.

There are, always according to the Generalitat, four hospitalized

wounded. Two mild. Two others, serious. One because it gave him a

rubber ball in the eye, safely thrown by the Civil Guard or the National

Police, since the Mossos do not have this material. The other is a man

who suffered a heart attack while one of the police interventions was

taking place. 
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This Tuesday, it was known, for example, that a woman who said on Sunday that she had suffered several

broken fingers and that she had been harassed by police officers suffered an inflammation in a finger, as she

has admitted. His complaint, however, led Pep Guardiola, the Manchester City manager, to say on Sunday: “ A

girl's fingers have been broken!  They have attacked more than 700 people for wanting to vote. ”Doctors have

ordered this young woman to rest for three days for her inflammation. 

It is certain that there are more similar cases, and that there are other people who had to receive points for

injuries or who suffered breaks and were discharged, but the information from the Generalitat is ambiguous. It

has not provided data on how many of those treated by emergency services had suffered physical injuries,

dizziness or anxiety attacks.

For its part, Interior said on Sunday that 39 police and civil guards had been injured during the day of the

suspended referendum. On Monday he went on to add all those injured by bruises, scratches, kicks and even

bites, increasing the number to 431 injured .

News, reports, opinion, analysis, photographs, live coverage ... all the information on the sovereign consultation of 1-O

and the Government's response.
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