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"Un ejército sin espías es como un hombre sin ojos y sin oídos"
Chia Lin, citado por el maestro Sun Tzu en "El arte de la guerra" buscar...
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The independentista lobby that expolia
Catalonia: millions of euros dedicated to
his buffoonery
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The Generalitat has invested 13 million euros since 2012, in Diplocat,
the foundation destined to attract allies of the sovereignty cause
abroad. In its latest published accounts, it recognizes accumulated
losses of 5 million. The Prosecutor's Office suspects that joining the
independence movement of Julian Assange or Yoko Ono was not
spontaneous ...

The Generalitat has spent several tens of millions of euros over the last
five years to demonstrate to governments, the press and international
activists that the proces was, in reality, a national liberation movement.
Within the institutional framework that Artur Mas and his own created
to fulfill that purpose, Diplocat served as the lobby of the independence
movement. This body had a budget of 13 million euros between 2012
and 2017; and recorded losses during its first years of activity of almost
5 million euros.

The diplomatic agenda of this pressure group included dozens of
activities aimed at spreading the independence ideology in other
countries and influencing their governments. Its representatives made
presentations in parliaments such as Danish, Uruguayan, Paraguayan or
Belgian, according to the only annual accounts report that appears on
its website, corresponding to the year 2015.

Diplocat also had an International Visitors Program (VPI) that was
intended to persuade "opinion leaders and foreign personalities" from
the world of "politics, economics, culture and journalism." In this
regard, it should be noted that the Public Prosecutor suspects that the
adhesion of figures such as Julian Assange or Yoko Ono to the cause of
the Generalitat was not spontaneous, but was influenced -in some way-
by the Catalan "pseudo-diplomacy" organizations, according to
published 'The World'.

This lobby supported different activities with the international press in
order to offer a legitimate vision of Catalan sovereignty in these media.
Diplocat also signed contracts with entities such as The Hague Center
for Strategic Studies, a Dutch study center that sent 14 international
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observers to Spain last October. The mission was organized by the
regional government.

The vast majority of its funding came from public funds, however, it also
received donations from entities such as the Open Society Initiative for
Europe Foundation, from tycoon George Soros, who transferred $
27,000.

Multiple visits

Among the visits organized by Diplocat are those of the Slovenian
ambassador, a "deputy of the Finnish parliament", Swedish political
advisers and professors and students from universities in France, the
United States, Germany and Australia.

In its report of activities of 2015, it is specified that this organism spent
1.6 million euros in the realization of meetings, conferences and
courses. In charge of the Generalitat's Budget, homage was paid to
Irish historical nationalists such as Charles Stewart Parnell, Terence
MacSwiney and James Connolly; or an act of remembrance to Lluis
Companys and Walter Benjamin in the German capital. Two poetry
contests and conferences with journalists from Europe and the United
States were also launched in which they visited TV3 or were invited to
participate in the Sant Jordi festival.

On the occasion of this holiday, Diplocat invested another budget item
in sending a rose and a book to different international political leaders.
"On behalf of the President of the Generalitat (then, Artur Mas),
Diplocat will send a book and a rose, accompanied by a letter signed by
the president, to the Heads of State or Government of the countries of
Europe where the Generalitat is represented through one of its
delegations (Germany, France, the United Kingdom, Italy, Austria,
Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg), "the document states.

The aim was to create a good international image of the sovereignty
process, hence Diplocat managed the publication of enrotative articles
such as Die Presse (Austria), The Scottish Independent (Scotland),
Postimees (Estonia), The Irish Times (Ireland), Frankfurter Allgemeine
Zeitung (Germany), Profile (Argentina), La Diaria (Uruguay) or The
Guardian (United Kingdom). In a large part of these countries, seminars
were organized with the aim of explaining to citizens that "the process
initiated in Catalonia is based on self-determination and the right to
decide".

The representatives of Diplocat participated as international observers
in two electoral processes held in 2015. On the one hand, the
presidential elections in Uruguay. On the other, the constitutional
referendum of Armenia. The strategy was to demonstrate abroad that
the leaders of the sovereignty process were guided by democratic
values. That is to say, to spread his "biased vision" of the Catalan
reality, according to the Public Prosecutor's Office.

Source: Vozpopuli

The foundations of PDCat and ERC received € 730,000 from the
State during the 'procés'

The public subsidies to the 'think tank' Catdem and the Josep Irla
laboratory were granted by the Ministries of Culture and Foreign Affairs
charged to the General Budgets.

The foundations of the separatist parties Catalan Democratic Party
(PDCat) and Esquerra Republicana (ERC) have received 730,000 euros
from the State since 2011. These laboratories have had access to such
public subsidies for being "linked to political parties with parliamentary
representation in The general courts". In particular, the Fundació
Catalanista i Demòcrata (Catdem) was linked to the PDCat, the old
Convergència, and the Josep Irla institute operated by ERC.

In the last five years, coinciding with the secessionist process in
Catalonia, the think tanks of both separatist forces have obtained state
aid from the Ministry of Education, Culture and Sport as well as from
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, charged to the General
State Budgets. (PGE). In the first case, these grants were granted for
"the promotion of activities of study and development of political, social
and cultural thought". As for the other grants, they were intended to
finance "training activities, consolidation and dissemination of the
democratic system, and all its components, preferably in the countries
identified in the Master Plan for Spanish Cooperation".

In 2011, days after the then Catalan president, Artur Mas, already took
advantage of the Diada to promote the procés ("The Catalan national
transition is being made.) In the minds of the people of Catalonia there
is a feeling of greater sovereignty and freedom ", he warned), the
Ministry of Culture that directed Ángeles González-Sinde granted
119,423.71 euros to Catdem, the foundation of Convergència. As a
concept it appeared "Activity Program" for 2011.

In that resolution, the Socialist Executive of José Luis Rodríguez
Zapatero granted 59,558.15 to the Josep Irla laboratory to cover
"activities for the formation of citizenship in the values   of democracy,
freedom and municipalism". However, six years later, ERC, a party
linked to this foundation, has shown its conception of democracy by
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staging, at the hands of PDCat and the CUP, a coup d'état in the
Parlament via a unilateral declaration of independence (DUI ).

Since 2011, the amounts of subsidies received by Catdem have been
decreasing. The same thing did not happen with the Esquerra
Republicana think tank, which last year, under the government of
Mariano Rajoy (PP), obtained an allocation of 30,000 euros from the
department directed by Íñigo Méndez de Vigo. An amount higher than
that achieved by the Josep Irla Institute of the same ministry in 2012
(26,084 euros).

"Islam and democracy"

In 2015, the help of 28,620 euros that the Catdem Foundation obtained
from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs was to finance a seminar entitled
Islam and democracy: the construction of a new Mediterranean. With
activities of this kind, the Catalan nationalists tried to win the favor of
the Muslim community in Catalonia, leading it towards the separatist
cause.

In fact, the party of Artur Mas and Carles Pugidemont came to have a
subsidiary of the Catdem Foundation, called Nous Catalans, to work on
the "integration of immigrants arriving in Catalonia". That integration
was also ideological. Both Catdem and Nous Catalans were investigated
by the Civil Guard in the case of 3%, since, according to the
researchers, there were companies that obtained an award from the
Generalitat and then returned a percentage of that contract to the old
Convergencia via donations to these foundations

Source: Vozpopuli

The Generalitat negotiated the purchase of the system of
counting of votes for two million euros

The Generalitat was willing to pay up to two million euros to obtain its
own software platform  that would allow it to manage, without
intermediaries or suppliers, the elections and citizen consultations it
convened. To this end, one of the heads of the Telecommunications
Center of the Government (CTTI) contacted one of the most specialized
companies in the vote count, which finally refused to close an
agreement with the Catalan government.

The company SCYTL (Secure Electronic Voting) suspected that the team
of former Catalan president Carles Puigdemont  wanted the
technology to hold the illegal consultation of 1-O and refused to
provide it. The claims of the Generalitat and the conversations of those
responsible with potential clients have been able to be accredited in the
investigations carried out by the Civil Guard at the request of the Court
of Instruction number 13 of Barcelona,   to which El Mundo has had
access.

The agents looked for evidence on the steps taken by the Generalitat to
articulate the electoral call and they found that figure of two million
euros as an eventual budget to pay for an electoral recount
system. According to the data that the investigations show,
SCYTL was contacted last April by the CTTI. From the Catalan
Government were required,  through Josué Sallent, official of the
aforementioned department, to carry out "the possible development of
a  counting software for votes for use in elections to the Parliament of
Catalonia and citizen consultations."

Both parties held several meetings and in them the representative of
the Catalan Government conveyed that  "the Generalitat wanted to
acquire a permanent platform of their own , made to measure, to
manage themselves, without the need of any provider, regional
elections and citizen consultations that will perform. " In another of the
meetings, the CTTI sent a person "of a more technical profile in
order to address the needs and capacity to carry out the
request." One of the demands of the Generalitat was that "the
commission for the project was finalized before the end of August", that
is,  one month before the illegal referendum.On the part of the
company it was answered in the beginning that "the term was adjusted"
and that the price would be around two million euros. But the proposal
was not rejected.

The company, however, carefully studied the offer of the Catalan
government and when it verified that it intended to hold an imminent
illegal referendum, it requested a legal report from the Garrigues law
firm "to avoid problems". According to  one of the workers of the
company specializing in electoral work told the Civil Guard, "the
report indicated that the commissioning was not illegal." However, he
specified that the supplier company "decided not to carry out the
project".

In parallel,  researchers have also discovered the operation to
contract several computer domains through the use of figureheads
in order to mislead the control of the State. Not in vain, the
implementation of a campaign to capture the vote of residents abroad,
which is what was pursued with the aforementioned domains, could
constitute a crime of prevarication, disobedience and embezzlement of
public funds.

CÓMO ENTRENAR A
TU DRAGÓN
PLAYMOBIL -
BOCÓN CON

CATAPULTA (9245)

€14,90

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CLs0_VpqMXK-TL5vW-gbBxZSAD5WzzPBNzfTrlWTAjbcBEAEgAGDVhYCAgAmCARdjYS1wdWItNDU1NjM2MDEwODg0MTAzMsgBCeACAKgDAaoE5QJP0MFCaWRoHSOVnyUOrWamTobViYd6SBGCvQNF32CgSKN6lEmsC8vPVoYZxfY7LzMOQXldB2UjCm-nNfUd5oOYbw6D2Ts62bWkZ4rIOocSBYrA4fMLt0Yb-OrJ2Q1jt7Rdjd-0QbGhxKoEUuInb2c81zaJBT6cGPRSTfJv7NuJlOoE5-G-EdxHHL6JpuTYIQ2bTriCtiqpkmYghgtgkqF-GgwZesVCpXx7lC3roBS97U_SKTJTtcLYleX4ADWD8EKEZiCC25VrhXpbs0_kncbVDL2nQCGELHCgZTrG0zW-Lh8vyo4CvUYSYClu3WUwnyQKrhh1p8MCwagZE_HYNOm4jM-z_p5CLwh1lmm3PPbb6NSoWLjMlo6b4atbrVpvy8XQ9Dccq_tgkjngxh6_S_IK5AeM2siWFazP3qMl-ZnOa-CTFEu8znOSIQCQDeBe8rL694COp_GDgfJ5ArFrp9uie8ilv7jgBAGABo_w_dzB3tyA4wGgBiGoB6a-G6gH2csbqAfPzBvYBwDSCAcIgIGAEBAB&num=1&sig=AOD64_1bfXWRZdnLnds1maFjKA4k1dTeiw&client=ca-pub-4556360108841032&adurl=https://aax-eu.amazon-adsystem.com/x/c/QuTYVnbL4br6kwuMINChvnQAAAFphTrmvAMAAAV4Adb86wY/http://www.amazon.es/dp/B06VSJ8S8Y/ref=dra_a_ms_sc_ho_xx_P1400_1000?tag=dradisplay09-21&ascsubtag=444698df094f23ca4b507c6583961f2f_S
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CLs0_VpqMXK-TL5vW-gbBxZSAD5WzzPBNzfTrlWTAjbcBEAEgAGDVhYCAgAmCARdjYS1wdWItNDU1NjM2MDEwODg0MTAzMsgBCeACAKgDAaoE5QJP0MFCaWRoHSOVnyUOrWamTobViYd6SBGCvQNF32CgSKN6lEmsC8vPVoYZxfY7LzMOQXldB2UjCm-nNfUd5oOYbw6D2Ts62bWkZ4rIOocSBYrA4fMLt0Yb-OrJ2Q1jt7Rdjd-0QbGhxKoEUuInb2c81zaJBT6cGPRSTfJv7NuJlOoE5-G-EdxHHL6JpuTYIQ2bTriCtiqpkmYghgtgkqF-GgwZesVCpXx7lC3roBS97U_SKTJTtcLYleX4ADWD8EKEZiCC25VrhXpbs0_kncbVDL2nQCGELHCgZTrG0zW-Lh8vyo4CvUYSYClu3WUwnyQKrhh1p8MCwagZE_HYNOm4jM-z_p5CLwh1lmm3PPbb6NSoWLjMlo6b4atbrVpvy8XQ9Dccq_tgkjngxh6_S_IK5AeM2siWFazP3qMl-ZnOa-CTFEu8znOSIQCQDeBe8rL694COp_GDgfJ5ArFrp9uie8ilv7jgBAGABo_w_dzB3tyA4wGgBiGoB6a-G6gH2csbqAfPzBvYBwDSCAcIgIGAEBAB&num=1&sig=AOD64_1bfXWRZdnLnds1maFjKA4k1dTeiw&client=ca-pub-4556360108841032&adurl=https://aax-eu.amazon-adsystem.com/x/c/QuTYVnbL4br6kwuMINChvnQAAAFphTrmvAMAAAV4Adb86wY/http://www.amazon.es/dp/B06VSJ8S8Y/ref=dra_a_ms_sc_ho_xx_P1400_1000?tag=dradisplay09-21&ascsubtag=444698df094f23ca4b507c6583961f2f_S
http://www.amazon.es/adprefs/ref=dra_a_ms_sc_ho_xx_P1400_1000?pn=1&pg=dra&pp=ms%2Cv%2CB06VSJ8S8Y%2CA1RKKUPIHCS9HS%2CB06VSJ8S8Y%2CmONTY10a4PDUk4GLcIj6IFEVKQs&adv=A1RKKUPIHCS9HS&uh_it=444698df094f23ca4b507c6583961f2f_S&np=true


The Civil Guard has documented in this line the methods used by the
heads of the Generalitat to pressure the companies hired to acquire
these services. Especially with those who were entrusted with the
delivery of works aimed at laying the foundations for the independence
of Catalonia and that were being delayed in deliveries. «I am in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and they are tired of you because
they do not know if your company helps or boycotts. You are
playing it " , is the tone with which a CTTI official addressed, for
example, Rosa Rodríguez Curto, senior manager of the company T-
Systems Itc Iberia, SA

The summary also shows that the Generalitat used several subterfuges
to hide its link with domains that were its property and that the day of
voting was closed by the agents. This is the case of 
pactepelreferendum.cat, referendumcatalunya.cat and
catalanreferendum.eu.

According to the emails and the statements,  a private technician,
Ibon Ontarría, was commissioned to create the aforementioned
domains by Roc Fernández Badiella , responsible for digital content
in the Presidency of the Generalitat. What Fernandez explained was that
these domains were available, that he wanted to acquire them and that
"if the Generalitat was in charge of the process, it was very complicated
and during that time they could lose them". According to Ontarría , he
acquired the domains and transferred them to the Generalitat
through Eulalia Vilaseca , whose mail shows his working relationship
with Hewlett-Packard. Then he billed the amount of his work not to the
Generalitat but to a regular provider of the Catalan Government.

With another domain closed by the Civil Guard, garanties.cat, a similar
operation was detected, with the difference that the domain did not
become the Generalitat, but the parliamentary group of Junts pel Yes.
The domain and design The website was commissioned in June this year
to a company by Aitor Sampere, a member of Òmnium Cultural,
according to the agents. When the company that received the order,
called IndianWebs SL, passed the invoice to him, he replied that it was
sent again in the name of Junts pel Yes. Finally, the political group paid
the web design invoice, and when the court number 13 of Barcelona
asked the partner of Òmnium if he was the owner of the domain
garanties.cat, he replied that no, that the domain belonged to Junts pel
Yes.

The Government rigged until the award of the Catalan Eurovegas

Antonio Fernández

The Catalan government maneuvered by hand to grant the permits
of the Eurovegas of Tarragona. The operation was so flawed that it was
already decided to grant the contest to a company that had not yet
been constituted. This is the result of the telephone conversations
executed with a judicial order to the former Secretary of the Treasury of
the Generalitat, Lluís Salvadó , who was arrested on September 20:
two weeks before the contest was held, it was already decided who was
going to take the cat with him. Water.

On July 13, Salvadó called Ernest Benach , former president of the
Parlament, by telephone . The topic to be discussed was the creation of
a tourist recreational center in Vilaseca i Salou (Tarragona), that
is, the Eurovegas project, which would be awarded to the Hard Rock
International company . In the conversation, Salvadó affirms that he
has been able to shake off the other two companies competing for the
project " since they were infumable from our perspective ".

Likewise, he admitted that Hard Rock was the company they wanted
and that they are "trying to contact" them, but that he, "as president of
the adjudication table," can not do it because he is forbidden, but they
are taking him indirectly . These forbidden contacts, it seems, were
done through a trusted lawyer's office.

In the conversation, Salvadó acknowledges that the following July 28
would award the project to Hard Rock provisionally and on September 8
"it will be the definitive award, since the company still has to
build [sic] ". Benach made himself available to Salvadó to be a valid
interlocutor and the finance secretary replied that he would take it into
account "by the time Hard Rock puts in an interlocutor with whom they
can talk about this project."

The two politicians also spoke of the referendum on October 1 and the
former president of the Parlament asked him directly: "Will there be a
vote by mail?" . "I'm in it," the interlocutor of the Government
answered. The problem that the Generalitat had at that time was that
doing it by post was not operational and the other approved supplier
"has failed, but it will be solved. A census card will be sent to 5.5 million
citizens. "

Tension in the Government

Two days before, on July 11, Salvadó (who is also deputy secretary
general of ERC) called a member of his party, María Jesús MS , a
position of trust in the Diputación de Tarragona, to tell him that the
Catalan president, Carles Puigdemont , wanted to appoint a
counselor for the referendum because the second of the Govern, the
then counselor of the Presidency and spokesperson, Neus Munté ,



"throws balls out". With this comment, the republican leader admitted a
hidden crisis within the government itself (which in the end would end
with the departure of several councilors, including Munté herself).

But, in addition, Salvadó commented to his interlocutor that he had
done " a couple of media operations, a controlled and informal
filtering on the Gestoría Project". These leaks, of course, to
newspapers clearly independent and financed with public money. A little
later, the news appeared in these media that the Catalan Treasury
would manage the payment of taxes to the State as of October. Also
appeared the fact that the Catalan Tax Agency (ATC) planned to
manage the collection of 4,500 million euros in taxes. For it,
counted on which 180 public companies, as well as other 30 companies
and organisms in which the Generalitat participated, besides city
councils and universities, would pay all their taxes to the "structure of
Catalan state". All this was done "without negotiating with the Spanish
Treasury".

What the finance secretary was transferring to his friend was that the
ATC would already have the capacity to " assume the full powers in
case of gaining independence after the referendum on October 1".

On August 21, both speak again and the politician assures him that on
October 1, "that day, the autonomic journey ends and another
begins to implement everything that is the processing of taxes, the
plan of public companies [ ...] set up an inspection unit for international
fraud and close a series of things ".

Especially revealing is also a conversation with his government
colleague, Pere Aragonès, secretary of Economy, on July 24. Salvadó
has to attend an interview at Catalunya Ràdio and is worried about a
mismatch of 6,150 euros that the Ministry of Finance discovered
in the accounts of the Generalitat, which supposedly were spent on the
organization of the referendum. Aragonès commented that he could
declare that the referendum will be guaranteed by a law approved by
the Parliament, which appeals to the principles and the right to self-
determination. The Secretary of the Treasury, however, was clear that, if
asked about the hole detected by the Spanish treasury or expenses
related to the referendum, "throw balls away."

Suspicion towards the PDeCAT

There was, however, another episode that reveals the internal
tensions of the Puigdemont Executive . On August 30, Salvadó
talks with Raúl Murcia , special advisor of the Generalitat for issues of
institutional dissemination. Murcia tells him that that afternoon Salvadó
will receive a visit "from one Elsa, sent by the 'president' Puigdemont",
to explain how the economic situation was in view of being able to
"proclaim independence in October, after the holding of the referendum
"

At that time, Salvadó was in the company of Vice President Oriol
Junqueras and was completely unviable because they lacked "many
necessary things, customs control, own bank, and so on". Salvadó's fear
was that if he told the Puigdemont envoy the truth, the PDeCAT could
blame Junqueras , "because it was not his fault that he could declare
independence." In the end, they come to the conclusion that they must
"fight" Elsa in the best possible way. And so they seemed to do it. The
next day, in a brief telephone conversation with the one sent the
previous afternoon, Salvadó insisted that what must be done is "give
confidence to the people facing the referendum, not just change the
flag".

Trias participated as a beneficiary in an offshore trust of the RBS
Coutts bank in Switzerland

The former mayor of Barcelona (2011-2015) and current PDeCAT
spokesman in that town hall, Xavier Trias Vidal de Llobatera, is a
beneficiary of an offshore vehicle that allegedly hid money in
Switzerland during part of his political career. His name appears next
to that of his parents and brothers in The JTB Family Settlement , a
trust or trust with which the family controlled assets housed in the
Swiss branch of RBS Coutts Trustees Ltd. , the exclusive private
banking subsidiary of the Royal Bank of Scotland .

The opaque structure would have remained operative at least between
1994 and 2008, a period in which Trias was Minister of Health of the
Generalitat (1988-1996), counselor of the Presidency (1996-2000),
deputy in Congress (2000-2004) ) and councilor in Barcelona (since
2003). However, an internal email and other documents have allowed
now to know its existence. The documents are part of Paradise Papers,
a filtering obtained by the German newspaper Süddeutsche Zeitung and
shared with the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists
(ICIJ), published by El Confidencial and La Sexta in Spain and media
such as The New York Times and The Guardian around the world.

It is clear from the information that the owners of The JTB Family
Settlement were the parents of the PDeCAT leader, Juan Trías Bertran
and María Vidal de Llobatera Bassols . In fact, the name of the trust
uses the initials of its parent. But, along with them, Trías himself, his
11 brothers (Juan María, María Eulalia, Jorge, Isabel, María Gloria,



Alberto, Carlos, Anna María, Luis Ignacio, Enrique and María Nuria) and
a nephew ( Javier Cabré Trias).

After the death of the father on November 25, 1994, the mother was
the only surviving owner of the trust, a mechanism used in tax havens
to hide the connection of one or several people with real estate,
stocks, bank deposits, an airplane or any other type of asset. The
identity of the owners is protected by a triangulation: their names only
appear in a private agreement (trust) -custodied generally by expert
law firms- that camouflages the control of a screen society
administered by frontmen from whom, ultimately, the goods that
they want to hide. It is impossible to know who is behind society, but
even if someone did, they would only find the name of a law firm.

In the case of the Trias clan, the trust allegedly would have served to
control funds deposited in the RBS Coutts office in Geneva through an
instrumental company with domicile in the British Virgin Islands , a
Caribbean archipelago known to be one of the largest fiscal holes of the
world. Specifically, the family trust is of the "fully discretionary" type, a
modality that grants the person who provides the assets maximum
autonomy to decide who the beneficiaries are and how and when the
income generated by the vehicle or the assets themselves.

Despite the death of the father in 1994, the structure of The JTB Family
Settlement would have remained unchanged until 2008. However, after
the death of the mother on July 12 of that year , the Trias activated
a procedure to distribute the assets that allegedly had remained hidden
until then: "Draft a deed of appointment with respect to the distribution
of 50% of the funds of the trust to 11 of the 12 beneficiaries of the trust
and a deed of appointment to a sub-fund with respect to one of the 12
beneficiaries of the trust ".

The textual phrase appears next to the names of all members of the
Trias clan in an email sent at 14.31 hours on November 25, 2008 ,
136 days after the death of María Vidal de Llobatera. The author of the
communication was Tracey Francis , secretary of the office in Cayman
Islands of the law firm Appleby, one of the most famous providers of
advice and creation of offshore structures and who, at that time,
worked for RBS Coutts Trustees offering hiding systems to bank
customers. The object of the mail was to obtain the opinion on the
request made by the Trias family of a second offshore advisory
company. In a second reply email, this firm considered that there had
been "no conflict" to not proceed with this request.

Last Friday, in an interview held at the Parlament de Catalunya by
La Sexta and El Confidencial, the former mayor of Barcelona said he
was unaware of the existence of this offshore structure. "I have no idea
because I've never taken care of this. If this is true, I have no idea .
" Does that mean that someone has taken care of this issue? "Well,"
replied Trias, "the family inheritance issues have always been carried by
my older brother, who unfortunately died a year ago. But the truth is
that I do not exactly know what he is talking about (...) He talks to me
about things that seem Chinese to me . " The PDeCAT politician did
admit" having received money from his mother's inheritance, but from "
trust or anything of these. "" As far as I know ", he added later.

Appleby and RBS Coutts have also been asked by the Trias family trust
and the operation that the children made to reimburse part of the
funds, but neither the law firm nor the bank have offered any response.

So far, Trias had always maintained that she has never had accounts or
funds abroad, even in the courts. In October 2014, El Mundo published
that it held a deposit in the Union de Banques Suisses (UBS) of
Geneva since it transferred to an entity of Andorra 12.9 million euros on
February 10, 2013, an operation that in principle has no common
element with the documents of this new investigation of the ICIJ. Trias
complained against the medium, alleging that the data were false and
had been manufactured by the state sewers to harm a political rival.

The documents to which he has had access to this medium do not
clarify the origin of the hidden assets after The JTB Family Settlement.
In 1958, the police seized the agenda of an intermediary of a Swiss
bank in which the father of the politician appeared . Along with
Juan Trias Bertrán appeared the codes of three alleged accounts in
Helvetic territory: 237, E-7 and E-9 . A year later, the BOE published a
list with the identities of tax evaders and the sanctions imposed on
them by the Francoist justification. Trias' father was fined 30,000
pesetas and 3,000 Swiss francs (equivalent to another 39,000
pesetas of the time) were confiscated . The name of his uncle,
Ramón Trias Bertrán , also appeared on the list .

From the murder of Bultó to the 8-N strike: this is Carles Sastre,
leader of Intersindical-CSC

The story is also written by people like Carles Sastre , present in
disparate episodes of the history of the independence movement. It
started in 1973 as a militant of the terrorist group Exèrcit Popular
Català (ÈPOCA) and became the founder of the organization that
emerged from its ashes, Terra Lliure, which opened a period during
which he attributed the deadly attacks against the Catalan businessman
José María Bultó (1977) and the ex-mayor of Barcelona, Joaquín
Viola Sauret (1978), for which he was sentenced by the National Court



to a total of 48 years in prison, of which he has paid eleven. However,
Sastre is the Terra Lliure member who has spent the most time in
prison.

In 2013, about seventeen years after his release, he was appointed
secretary general of the minority union Intersindical-CSC, training in
which he had carried out union tasks. And precisely this Friday, Sastre
called a general strike for next November 8 , in protest of the
"regression of social rights" and just a day after the National Court
decreed the entry into prison of the former vice president of the Govern
Oriol Junqueras and seven other 'exconsellers'.

The date of the strike was in the air these weeks but had already
requested the permission of preavisos to be able to summon it between
the days 6 and 9 of November. Finally they opted for Wednesday 8 ,
although it is not ruled out that it will be maintained the next day. And
it should be remembered that the union was part of the collectives
calling for the strike on 3 October.

These appearances are not the only ones of Sastre as protagonist - now
tangential - of a crucial moment in Catalan history as it is today. Also
seven years ago a visit as a lecturer at the University of Valencia sowed
indignation, despite the fact that the organization clarified that he did
not attend as an exterminist to do apology for Terra Lliure, self-
dissolved in 1991, but as a trade unionist and as "the prisoner Catalan
politician who has spent more time in prison. " Two years ago, too, the
interview with TV3 in which he was described as a "great reserve of the
independence movement", and in which he participated in support of
Artur Mas on behalf of former members of Terra Lliure and against the
decision of the CUP to defenestrarlo.

But without a doubt it is the memory of the brutal murder of Bultó
and Viola that tarnishes this figure, even though he has paid his
penalty. A controversial condemnation, marked by the Amnesty
Lawque le cubrió en 1977 después de haber sido acusado de haberle
colocado una bomba bajo la axila a Bultó tras irrumpir en su casa
mientras comía con su familia, adosarle una bomba al pecho bajo la
advertencia de que la haría explotar si no le pagaba 500 millones de
pesetas. Pasó cinco meses en la cárcel Modelo de Barcelona y en la de
Segovia y fue liberado en noviembre de 1977. Sin embargo, el ministro
español Rodolfo Martín Villa apeló e intentó encarcelar a Sastre y a sus
compañeros Àlvar Valls i Oliva, Montserrat Tarragó i Domènech y Josep
Lluís Pérez i Pérez nuevamente a raíz del atentado de ÉPOCA a Joaquín
Viola en 1978.

But all crossed the border and from the underground participated in the
creation of Terra Lliure. In 1985, Sastre was arrested in Puigcerdà with
Tarragó and Jaume Fernàndez i Calvet, and imprisoned in Carabanchel.
The National Court sentenced him to 48 years in prison that year as co-
author of the Bultó bombing, although a year later he would be
acquitted for lack of evidence of the murder of Viola and his wife,
although the son had identified them as the people who entered his
home. home. In 1987 he was sentenced to 18 years for belonging to an
armed band and possession of weapons. Eleven years later he was
released, although during his sentence he actively participated from the
jails of Carabanchel, Soria and Lleida in the Collective of Prisoners of
Terra Lliure.

Source: The Confidential

Advisors from multinationals advise "leaving only the
indispensable activity in Catalonia"

 

The multinationals maintain plans to cut activity in Catalonia as 
uncertainty persists about the future of the community at least
until the elections of December 21.

According to one of these plans, to which EL MUNDO has had access,
the consultants advise that "the client contemplates trying to move all
the possible activity out of Catalonia leaving only what is
indispensable within the community".



This plan has been prepared for a German company with a presence in
Catalonia by Rödl & Partner. His representative in Spain, Georg Abbeg,
confirms that they elaborate this type of exit plans for various clients "in
a purely technical way without political motivations" according to the
interests of client and employee shareholders.

In his opinion, the application of article 155 has provided "some peace
of mind", but stresses that uncertainty persists and that contingency
plans continue to be entrusted or activated for clients who wish to
"minimize risks" in view of the prospects of winning independence. 21-D
and a second wave of legal uncertainty is unleashed.

According to the document of this German office of legal, fiscal and
auditing advice, it was advisable to act before the referendum on
October 1, but, in any case, if you want to minimize risks you should
proceed to move headquarters and "isolation of the activity in Catalonia
». His advice is to move "the social and tax domicile" to the rest of
Spain and offer from there effectively all services to non-Catalan clients.

In Catalonia, it is advisable to leave merely a subsidiary or branch that
is limited to serving exclusively Catalan customers. Rödl & Partner
admits, however, this exception: «If for technical, economic or
organizational reasons, the service or product must be managed from
Catalonia». He gives as an example that the supply "requires the
intervention of key personnel, technical instruments or premises located
in Catalonia".

'Sweep' accounts daily

These measures are accompanied by the so-called financial 'cash
pooling'. It is about sweeping daily banking accounts in Catalonia
leaving only the indispensable liquidity in that territory transferring
every day any excess of treasury to bank branches outside the Catalan
community.

The head of one of the largest consulting firms in Spain, who asks for
anonymity, says that this process has been produced by a multitude of
companies in recent weeks; and describes the contingency plans
prepared by your firm, in line very similar to those of Rödl & Partner.
These also include a change in the relationship with suppliers or
customers.

The idea is to protect yourself from the Generalitat that comes out of
21-D and, for that, it must be in writing in the contracts. The
aforementioned document from the German office recommends that "in
order to minimize the risks derived from the uncertainty of the
Catalan legislation that may be approved in the future, we suggest
guaranteeing in the conditions of the contractual relations with the
clients that the Spanish legislation is established as applicable
legislation. and the courts of Madrid as competent jurisdiction to handle
any litigation that may arise between the contracting parties ».

In any case, the document describes that, above all, the change of
social and fiscal domicile is easy to execute when the board of directors
is enough and a quick management before a notary and the mercantile
registers of Catalonia is sufficient.

According to the latest official data of the College of Registrars, 2,066
companies have already removed their headquarters from
Catalonia since the 1-0 referendum, of which about 100 per day
since the Prime Minister, Mariano Rajoy, asked that no further transfers
be made when article 155 is underway. Others have preferred to stay
finally as Freixenet, whose president, Josep Lluis Bonet, argues that it is
no longer necessary since the "constitutional and statutory order in
Catalonia" has been restored.

The problem, according to the aforementioned German document, is
that companies can not afford to incur legal uncertainty and the
prospect of secession attempts in Catalonia is provoked, for example, if
the new Generalitat tried again. "It is not possible to conclude at this
time the legal and fiscal aspects that can be applied to a branch or
subsidiary and we do not know either the legislation or its content," the
document states. Therefore, the less activity, the less risk.

If this distrust and a fall in investment are spread, the Bank of Spain
and the Independent Authority of Fiscal Responsibility warn in their
latest reports that Catalonia may return to stagnation or economic
recession next year after these years of recovery.

Manual of the Círculo de Empresarios to explain the case abroad

The presidents of the subsidiaries in Spain of multinationals have
received a document from the Círculo de Empresarios to explain the
Catalan case in their headquarters abroad. The report rejects historical
reasons for the destitute Generalitat to demand secession. "Catalonia
has never been independent, but was part of the Kingdom of Aragon
that joined the Castilla in 1492 to form the Kingdom of Spain.
Therefore, Catalonia has been part of Spain since its birth »

The manual explains that independence emerged at the end of the 19th
century. «Since 1898, when Spain lost Cuba - its last colony and
important market for Catalan textile exports -, a minority of the
population of Catalonia has been claiming its right to self-government
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and / or independence due to differential factors of its history, language
and culture ».

The great antecedent of what happened now is that "during the Second
Spanish Republic, on October 6, 1934, Lluis Companys, then president
of the Generalitat, declared the Catalan State within the Spanish
Federal Republic. Companys was arrested and taken to prison at 10 am
of the coup by the Government of the Republic, putting an end to the
Catalan State. "

The explanation describes that  the Government of Puigdemont has
perpetrated in recent weeks "a coup d'état" to which the central
government has had no choice but to respond by activating article 155.
However, the document concludes, "it has been achieved an agreement
between the constitutionalist parties to study a possible reform of the
1978 Constitution to adapt to the new Spanish and European reality.
The procedures to change our Constitution exist.

Source: The World
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