
Spain Opinion Economy International sports Culture TV LOC More

IbizaSpain Balearics‹

Outraged at not having been invited to the wedding between the king of the Myrmidons

Peleus and the Nereid Thetis, the goddess Eris placed a golden apple on the banquet table

intended "for the most beautiful." Hera, Athena, and Aphrodite claimed the attribute with

such fervor that Zeus, avoiding taking part in the trial, commissioned the Trojan prince

Paris to be the one to choose. Paris succumbed to the charms of Aphrodite, who promised

him the love "of the most beautiful of mortals." Athena, goddess of war, did not accept
defeat willingly and predicted that the consequence would be the greatest warlike
conflict that humanity had suffered.

The myth of the apple of discord is the origin of the Trojan war, unleashed after the flight

of Helen, wife of Agamemnon, king of Sparta, to fall into the arms of Paris. For centuries

it was believed that it was the fruit of Homer's imagination, but in 1870 the Prussian

Heinrich Schliemann demonstrated not only that Troy, located in present-day Turkey, had

actually existed, but that the city had also fallen victim to the siege of a much military

force. higher.

SOM BALEARS (CHAPTER III)

The mystery of the peoples of the sea

Were the invaders who wiped out Mycenae, Crete, and the Hittites who created the Talayotic

culture in the Balearic Islands?
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Unfortunately the origin of the conflict was much more prosaic than that described in La

Iliada (the maritime control of Asia Minor), but that incident had a capital importance in

the history of the Mediterranean because the fall of the walls of Troy was the trigger that

caused the irruption of one of the greatest migrations of the ancient world, that of the

peoples of the sea. The Balearic Islands would be one of those affected.

The origin of the peoples of the sea - named after the Egyptian engravings that recorded

the conflict and that even showed their physical appearance, with a helmet adorned by a

plume - remains a mystery. Everything indicates that they came from the Caucasus, but

no one has been able to confirm it and there are even theories that insist that they were

actually mercenaries who had been left without work after a long period of peace in the

Mediterranean.

What is proven is their ferocity. They broke in around 1,200 BC and set out to
conquer as many territories as they could cover. They wiped out three of the great

cultures of the time, the Mycenaeans, the Minoans and the Hittites, and they could only

be stopped by the Egyptian army of Ramses III, but at the cost of enormous losses that left

the empire of the pyramids forever weakened.

An aura of impenetrable mystery covers everything related to this period, but everything

indicates that the peoples of the sea in some way began to know the use of iron weapons,

which was a decisive advantage in the era of bronze since literally it allowed them to

crush the shields and armor of their adversary.

Something serious happened in the center of Europe or in the eastern part of the

Mediterranean that caused the departure of a multitude towards the coasts that also grew

exponentially as they moved west, devastating everything in their path. The fact that even

the Mycenaeans could not have stood up to them indicates the power with which they

were conferred.

After being rejected by the Egyptians, the peoples of the sea began to divide and settle.

Some settled in Palestine giving rise to the Philistine people, others went to Italy forming

the Etruscan culture and two more contingents colonized Sicily and Sardinia.

The role that Phenicia (the Canaanites), a civilization thousands of years old at the time,

played in history is unclear. Sidon was destroyed, but it seems that somehow the invaders

respected them or reached some kind of agreement based surely on the advanced

knowledge of navigation - and consequently of piracy - then available to the inhabitants

of present-day Lebanon.

It is not known when the Balearic Islands entered the equation, but it must have
been more or less around the 12th century BC. The most general conclusion is that

those who reached its shores were the Shardana, who came from Sardinia. They settled on
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the island and created a large colony that in one way or another survived the subsequent

invasions of the Romans, Byzantines, Vandals and Arabs. In fact, it is possible that the

last descendants of the peoples of the sea were annihilated in 1299 by the troops of King

Jaume I, although of course it is a theory that belongs to the field of hypothesis.

It is at this moment that the most intriguing of the questions arises: were the peoples of

the sea the ones who created the Talayotic culture in Mallorca and Menorca? It is a quite

plausible possibility because of course the appearance of the first megaliths coincides

with the time, 1,200 BC. Given that the prehistoric settlements found on the Islands show

that their original inhabitants barely knew the use of weapons, it is not difficult to deduce

that colonization under these conditions would have been extremely easy for some sailors

who had already annihilated the most important civilizations of The time. Of course the

talayots show striking similarities to contemporary structures in Sardinia and Corsica,

where it is proven that they were established. And already put: Were they really the

warrior foners from the invasion of the sea peoples? We will have to wait for a new

Schielemann to one day discover where legend ends and reality begins.
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