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Oviedo devastated, inexplicable revolution

The journalist Josep Pla severely judges Asturian October 1934, "the work of socialism and communism'
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The University of Oviedo, destroyed in October 1934.

G ijén, J. MORAN

After witnessing the revolutionary destruction of the city in October 1934, Josep Pla, a Catalan writer and journalist, left
Oviedo "putting his hands on my head." with admirable prose, Pla sent seven intense and overwhelming chronicles from
Asturias to his newspaper, "La Veu de Catalunya" ("The Voice of Catalonia"). They are descriptive and also moral chronicles.
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1 An unbearable smell. <We entered Oviedo through the Seminario neighborhood, where Lopez Ochoa has installed his
headquarters. Teodomiro Menéndez, who was on the verge of being lynched by the population after being arrested, is found
there. A company of the Tercio had to protect him with weapons. We entered Oviedo, and on the first street we found a floor
sparkling with glass particles. Whichever street you want, immediately there are busted houses, collapsed roofs, mountains
of toppled smoking material, twisted iron. The city gives off an unbearable smell due to the sinking of the sewers ».

1 Hugging and crying. «<The people of the country do not yet know what is happening to him. She wanders the streets and
seems to be looking for something strange - messy, unshaven hair. People, when they are in the streets, hug each other
crying. Almost everyone said goodbye to life during the nine days of mob rule and air raid. Only four walls remain of the
University. The rest has been demolished. It was a 17th century building, with a 60,000-volume library. Stacks of books
remain on the sill of the remaining window frames that served as loopholes for shooting. In the center of the cloister the
statue of the founder of the University, Mr. Fernando Valdés de Salas, has remained standing. Everything around himisa
mine and there are piles of burning material. The Institute has been dynamited and burned. Of the Campoamor theater -
which was a delightful little provincial theater, with red velvet seats and gold moldings - only the facade remains, from
whose windows you can see the sky. Nothing remains of the Episcopal Palace but a heap of ash. The Delegation of Finance
has disappeared. They could not demolish the Cathedral because its stone blocks resisted. But they burned and scorched

the towers.'

BMW 2 Series Gran Coupé with special conditions.

BMW 2 Series Gran Coupe

1 Destruction of the cafes. «The entire modern commercial district of Oviedo has been destroyed. There are entire blocks of

five- and six-story houses that retain only the exterior walls. So much destruction makes a huge impression. The
X
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s been left standing. The Niza café, the Dragon and Riesgo bars have disappeared under a mountain of rubble. Everythir
about Oviedo is impressive, but the destruction of the cafes is worth noting, because I don't think anything similar had
hannened in anv nrevious Revolution. A cafe. isn't it evervone's house. Is it not the nlace of confluence of the most diverse
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central committee and the subcommittees, fled to the mountain. His departure was spectacular and the people applauded
him ».10ut of logical explanation.

«The events in Asturias are not explained. They exceed all rational effort, any logical explanation. The latest strike has no
explanation in the corporate field. There were no unemployed in Asturias. Everything worked - everyone here tells me - at
full capacity. The minimum wage in the mines was nine pesetas. The ordinary ranged between twelve and fifteen pesetas.
The day was seven hours. The minimum wage was applied to work outdoors, that is, outside the mines. Asturias offers an
undoubted aspect of prosperity. It is a country of a middle class elevated to all categories of comfort, of an active and
modern capitalism, of a working class open to all perspectives. Coming from Castilla, Asturias is an oasis full of life, activity,
health and excitement. The country has an abundant cuisine, a bit rough, very popular, high calorie. In contrast to these
facts, it should be noted that Asturias is a country literally saturated with communism and socialism. The walls are full of
gruesome signs, in the bookstores there is nothing but red literature, the word revolution is the one that has been repeated
the most in Asturias in recent years. Suffice it to say that Mr. Melquiades and reformism are considered the fascists of the

country to understand the transformation that ideas have undergone.
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