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Oviedo devastated, inexplicable revolution
The journalist Josep Pla severely judges Asturian October 1934, "the work of socialism and communism"
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After witnessing the revolutionary destruction of the city in October 1934, Josep Pla, a Catalan writer and journalist, left

Oviedo "putting his hands on my head." With admirable prose, Pla sent seven intense and overwhelming chronicles from

Asturias to his newspaper, "La Veu de Catalunya" ("The Voice of Catalonia"). They are descriptive and also moral chronicles.
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With moderate and liberal-conservative ideas - along the lines of Francesc Cambó, for whom he worked - Pla will be very

severe when he a�irms that the Revolution "cannot be explained", and that it has been "the work of socialism and

communism in partnership with the men of Esquerra Catalana ».

Josep Pla enters Oviedo on October 16 or 17, and what he saw is published in "la Veu" on October 25.

l As in the European war. «I return to Oviedo terri�ed by the appearance of the city. I do not believe that civil strife between

citizens of the same people has ever reached the extreme it did here. They are the same spectacles of the European war. In

the �eld of political struggle, you have to go back to the scenes of the Paris Commune to �nd something similar. And even

more: these scenes must be seasoned with the ferocity of those of the Civil War that our ancestors lived through ».

l An unbearable smell. «We entered Oviedo through the Seminario neighborhood, where López Ochoa has installed his

headquarters. Teodomiro Menéndez, who was on the verge of being lynched by the population after being arrested, is found

there. A company of the Tercio had to protect him with weapons. We entered Oviedo, and on the �rst street we found a �oor

sparkling with glass particles. Whichever street you want, immediately there are busted houses, collapsed roofs, mountains

of toppled smoking material, twisted iron. The city gives o� an unbearable smell due to the sinking of the sewers ».

l Hugging and crying. «The people of the country do not yet know what is happening to him. She wanders the streets and

seems to be looking for something strange - messy, unshaven hair. People, when they are in the streets, hug each other

crying. Almost everyone said goodbye to life during the nine days of mob rule and air raid. Only four walls remain of the

University. The rest has been demolished. It was a 17th century building, with a 60,000-volume library. Stacks of books

remain on the sill of the remaining window frames that served as loopholes for shooting. In the center of the cloister the

statue of the founder of the University, Mr. Fernando Valdés de Salas, has remained standing. Everything around him is a

mine and there are piles of burning material. The Institute has been dynamited and burned. Of the Campoamor theater -

which was a delightful little provincial theater, with red velvet seats and gold moldings - only the façade remains, from

whose windows you can see the sky. Nothing remains of the Episcopal Palace but a heap of ash. The Delegation of Finance

has disappeared. They could not demolish the Cathedral because its stone blocks resisted. But they burned and scorched

the towers. '

l Destruction of the cafes. «The entire modern commercial district of Oviedo has been destroyed. There are entire blocks of

�ve- and six-story houses that retain only the exterior walls. So much destruction makes a huge impression. The
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magni�cent hotel Covadonga, del Inglés, del Flora, remains the same as the Automobile Club building. The sight of these

split blocks, which have been blown up with dynamite, after being looted, is unforgettable, horrifying. Not a downtown cafe

has been left standing. The Niza café, the Dragon and Riesgo bars have disappeared under a mountain of rubble. Everything

about Oviedo is impressive, but the destruction of the cafes is worth noting, because I don't think anything similar had

happened in any previous Revolution. A cafe, isn't it everyone's house, Is it not the place of con�uence of the most diverse

ideologies, of the most opposite thoughts? The destruction of these cafes is an act of sadism and a total abnormality. (...) It

can be said that in the three commercial streets par excellence, the most modern of the city - Fruela street, José Tartiere

street, Uría street -, nothing has been left ».

l Girl with a pierced lung. «This is the work of socialism and communism in partnership with the men of Esquerra Catalana.

They have sown destruction, tears and mire everywhere. When Oviedo is seen - as I have just seen it - in the state in which it

is, there is no possible justi�cation for the policy that has caused such havoc. At the exit of the city the Guard of the

barracks stopped me. He urges me to enter the building, which is partly a blood hospital. As I arrange the documents, I hear

the screams of the wounded, some of whom are in handcu�s. Meanwhile, on a litter full of blood, they enter a 12-year-old

girl, blonde and beautiful as a sun, with a lung pierced. I leave Oviedo holding my hands to my head ».

On October 26, «La Veu» publishes the following chronicle.

l The people applaud. «Yesterday, Thursday, the 18th, at 7 o'clock in the afternoon, Belarmino Tomás gathered all the people

of Sama before the City Hall, and this man, who has immense prestige among the miners, addressed them:" I have just

arrived from Oviedo, "he told them." I have been called by General López Ochoa. As a result of the conversation we had, I

think we have to surrender. We have to surrender because too much blood has already been shed. Do whatever you want

with me! , drag me through the streets! I think we have to give up. If Catalonia, Valencia, Madrid, Bilbao and Zaragoza had

responded as we have responded, at this time socialism would have been implanted throughout the country. We have lived

under a socialist regime from day 6. We, Asturians, have ful�lled ". Bellarmine Tomás, at night, with the men from the

central committee and the subcommittees, �ed to the mountain. His departure was spectacular and the people applauded

him ». l Out of logical explanation.

«The events in Asturias are not explained. They exceed all rational e�ort, any logical explanation. The latest strike has no

explanation in the corporate �eld. There were no unemployed in Asturias. Everything worked - everyone here tells me - at

full capacity. The minimum wage in the mines was nine pesetas. The ordinary ranged between twelve and �fteen pesetas.

The day was seven hours. The minimum wage was applied to work outdoors, that is, outside the mines. Asturias o�ers an

undoubted aspect of prosperity. It is a country of a middle class elevated to all categories of comfort, of an active and

modern capitalism, of a working class open to all perspectives. Coming from Castilla, Asturias is an oasis full of life, activity,

health and excitement. The country has an abundant cuisine, a bit rough, very popular, high calorie. In contrast to these

facts, it should be noted that Asturias is a country literally saturated with communism and socialism. The walls are full of

gruesome signs, in the bookstores there is nothing but red literature, the word revolution is the one that has been repeated

the most in Asturias in recent years. Su�ice it to say that Mr. Melquíades and reformism are considered the fascists of the

country to understand the transformation that ideas have undergone.
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