Catalonia dilates the cuts in health spending: 27% less since
2009

Private healthcare gets almost universal approval

In the eight years since the crisis, the autonomous community stopped investing 3,300 million euros in health
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The health system, in alert mode before the agreement between Sanchez and Iglesias. In the image, the operating room of a hospital. Photo: EFE / Archive
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Catalonia is the autonomous community that has had less capacity to face the
health cuts that caused the economic crisis of the decade. Between 2009 and
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2017, the Government of Catalonia reduced spending on health by 27.5%, which
represents some 3,300 million euros of disinvestment over a period of eight
years.

Throughout Spain, the crisis caused investment in healthcare to suffer a drain
of almost 6,000 million euros between 2009 and 2017, which represents a fall
of 9.3%. Healthcare was the worst social investment during and after the great

economic recession.

But, according to a report by the State Association of Directors and Managers
in Social Services, collected by La Vanguardia , Catalonia is the territory that
has had the worst sanitary consequences, followed by Castilla-La Mancha
(14.4% less, or about 451). million), Aragén (12.7%, or 274 million) and
Extremadura (9.8%, or 165 million).

Catalonia has one of the lowest health costs in Spain

Catalonia is the autonomous community that registered the third lowest cost in
health per capita, with 1,178 euros per year, second only to Andalusia (1,098
euros) and Madrid (1,133 euros). All three are below the Spanish average of
1,255 euros per inhabitant per year, and far from the more than 1,600 euros
recorded by Euskadi, Navarra and Asturias .

The Spanish average of the budget devoted to health is 33%, but Catalonia
barely shows 28.6%, being the second community with the lowest percentage
investment. In communities like Asturias, the figure is more than 40%.

The various Spanish autonomous governments allocate some 8,250 million
euros less to social policies than before the cuts, which is about 7% less. And
both Catalonia and Castilla-La Mancha are the communities that have most
reduced spending on social policies; the Generalitat invested 4,100 million less
in 2017 than in 2009, a reduction of 20%.
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