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• Commercial benefits after the War of the Spanish Succession

The profitable defeat of 1714

View of the port of Barcelona with Montjüic and Montserrat in an 18th century engraving.
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The Bourbon victory in the War of Succession (1701-1714) had

favorable economic consequences for Catalonia in the long term. After

the crisis that followed the conflict, the Catalan economy experienced

a lasting process of growth. In the words of Carlos Martínez ShawCarlos Martínez Shaw :

"The eighteenth century goes to Catalonia under the sign of expansion,

growth of the productive forces, social mobility is accused, progressive

political stability after the crisis of 1714, cultural creativity in different

fields."

At the end of the 18th century, the Catalan population had grown

twenty percent more than the Spanish average and almost fifty percent

more than that of the two Castiles. Its three coastal provinces had a

population density similar or superior to the group, mostly peripheral,

of the most dense. By 1787, the Catalan urban density was the highest

in Spain - double the national average - after Madrid. The city of

Barcelona tripled its population in the 18th century, going from lessfrom less

than 40,000 inhabitants to 130,000.than 40,000 inhabitants to 130,000.

Its growth exceeds that of Madrid, the most populated urban nucleus

of the time, and that of the main Spanish cities (Seville, Valencia, Cádiz,

etc.). The population density of the province of Barcelona was also

among the highest. The extension and intensification of crops were

• At the end of the 18th century, the Catalan population
had grown 20% more than the Spanish average and had
50% more than the two Castillas

• The abolition of internal customs between Castile and
Aragon allowed free access to the Castilian market of
Catalan production

• The measures of liberation of the commerce with
America of 1765, 1778 and 1789 extended the American
projection of the economy of Catalonia
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seen throughout the Catalan geography. In 1797, the sectoral

distribution of the active population placed Catalonia in the lead -

twentytwenty - five percent against a national average of fifteenfive percent against a national average of fifteen - in terms of

manufacturing jobs. There are plenty of indicators of Barcelona's

commercial strength and economic diversification, which are also

enjoyed by the other Catalan maritime provinces.
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Schedule of Carlos III prohibiting the importation of textile

manufactures, the 14 of July of 1778.
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